
Town of Highland              
Zoning Board of Appeals  Meeting Minutes June 15, 2023 
 
Chairman states the minutes are being recorded. 
Attendance:  Larry Fishman-Chairman    Present    
   Jim Donnely      Absent 
   Gerard Finn     Present 
   Matthew Sallusto    Present 
   John Marciano Sr.    Absent 
   Peter Madden (Alternate)   Present 
   Steve Stolte (Alternate)    Present 
Board Secretary: Monica McGill     Present 
Town Attorney:  Michael Davidoff    Present 
Meeting open at 7:10 PM 
 
Motion to approve the May 18, 2023 meeting minutes. 
Motion: Steve Stolte     Second: Mathew Sallusto 
All in favor 
 
Application #1-2023 Debra Meyers & Jeanne Donofrio Area Variance Public Hearing 
Motion to open the public hearing on Application #1-2023: 
Motion: Steve Stolte     Second: Mathew Sallusto 
All in favor 
Secretary reads the public notice posted in the local newspapers. 
There were (13) letters mailed to the surrounding neighbors and (9) returned. 
Ms. Meyers and Ms. Donofrio own property on 186 Eldred Yulan Road  Tax ID# 20.-1-5.7. 
They are asking for an area variance to replace the existing wood shed with a garage for storage. 
Besides the letters sent to the adjoining neighbors by the secretary the applicants also sent (3) letters to  
their closest neighbors who responded that they were okay with the variance, and they were entered 
into record. 
There is no public comment. 
Motion to close the public hearing on Application #1-2023: 
Motion: Peter Madded     Second: Steve Stolte 
All in favor 
Motion to make the Town of Highland ZBA lead agency for SEQR: 
Motion: Steve Stolte     Second: Gerard Finn 
All in favor 
SEQR Part (2) read by Michael Davidoff and completed by the board. 
Motion for SEQR part (2) will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts: 
Motion: Peter Madden     Second: Steve Stolte 
All in favor 
Before passing the application Gerard Finn inquired as to whether the applicant would need to show a 
site plan for the project due to both areas (use variance) and (area variance) were checked off on the 



application. The applicants checked the use variance in error and explained that they were only applying 
for an area variance. The application was amended. 
Motion to approve Application #1-2023 Debra Meyers & Jeanne Donofrio Area Variance: 
Motion: Matthew Sallusto    Second: Peter Madden 
All in favor 
 
The ZBA met with Kerry Volk and Matthew Smith  
Ms. Volk and Mr. Smith appeared before the ZBA in November 2020 asking for a use variance for a forty-
foot container they had on their property located at the intersection of County Route 55 and Old Brook 
Rd. Tax ID # 21.-1-14.1. 
The applicants were preparing to construct a garage and needed the container to store equipment used 
by Mr. Smith’s profession. 
The board did not approve the application and asked that the applicants apply for a garage permit from 
the code enforcement office and that said garage would need to be completed before the permit 
expired, and that the permit could not be renewed. The applicants applied for the permit and said 
permit expired on March 23, 2023. The applicants were sent an expired permit violation notice. The 
applicants were unable to complete the garage and came in front of the board to let them know that the 
container on the property would be removed with in two weeks of this date, and when they are ready to 
build the garage, they would apply for a new permit. Once the container is removed the violation will be 
lifted. 
 
Motion to close the meeting: 
Motion: Gerard Finn     Second: Matthew Sallusto 
Meeting adjourned 


