
TOWN OF HIGHLAND REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 
ELDRED TOWN HALL 
DECEMBER 11,2018 

 
PRESENT  SUPERVISOR JEFF HAAS 
  COUNCILMAN JAMES GUTEKUNST 
  COUNCILMAN FRED BOSCH 
  COUNCILMAN JAMES HANSON 
  COUNCILWOMAN KAITLIN HAAS 
 
Also, Present  Attorney to the Town Michael Davidoff 
  Town Clerk Doreen Hanson 
  Highway Superintendent Tom Ebers 
 
 Supervisor calls meeting to order 
Flag Salute 
 Moment of Silence for our 41st President George H.W. Bush, John Bliefernich, Gerry Romano and Hank 
Kidney. 
Roll Call, all Board Members present 
  MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to approve the Town Clerks October and November minutes 
seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes. 
MOTION BY Councilman Hanson to approve the November Financial seconded by Councilwoman Haas 
discussion motion carried all ayes. 
 CORRESPONDENCE 
Received and read Highland Lake Fire Dept monthly report. 
Received and read Yulan Fire Dept. monthly report 
Received and read American Legion monthly report. 
Received and read Constable monthly report. 
Received and read letter from the American Legion Ladies Auxiliary. 
Received and read letter from Yulan Fire Dept in reference to the slate of officers for 2019 
MOTION BY Councilman Bosch to approve Franchise Agreement between Citizens Telecommunication 
Company of New York d/b/a Frontier Communications of New York (“Frontier”), seconded by 
Councilman Hanson, discussion, roll call vote, motion carried all ayes. 
MOTION BY Councilman Hanson to approve the Franchise Agreement between Time Warner Cable 
Northeast LLC locally know as Charter Communications and the Town of Highland, seconded by, 
Councilman Gutekunst discussion, roll call vote motion carried all ayes 
HIGHWAY 
Highway Superintendent Tom Ebers states I am submitting our yearly inventory. We are expecting some 
weather for the weekend. 
Councilman Hanson asks Highway Superintendent Tom Ebers about the cleaning up of the cemetery?  
Tom Ebers replies as soon as we have some snow, they did clean some of it. 
SUPERVISOR REPORT 
Supervisor Haas states Debra Conway our Co-historian wants to install the Timber Rafting Historical sign 
at the Cull-de Sac and the Highway Department has agreed to install them and it won’t interfere with 
Emergency services or mowing. 
Supervisor Haas states we are working towards cleaning up our Zoning with Laberge, hopefully we will 
plan a public hearing in January. 
 



COMMUNITY PLANNING &SENIORS 
Councilman Bosch states all is quiet, a little disruption with the stove but all fixed now. 
Councilman Hanson states the problem in the Ansul system. 
YOUTH AND PARK DEVELOPMENT 
Councilwoman Haas states she will be meeting with the County to review our application for funds for the 
Summer Youth program.  There is potential for additional grants for the Hickock Brook Project and I will 
be looking into them. 
Supervisor Haas states he met with the County Planning Department to discuss Community planning 
Development, there is Historical Markers money, I brought forward the Glass Factory, one of the old Mill 
sites, Stege Bridge, Deb Conway brought forward that the marker at the Roebling Bridge is in terrible 
disrepair. I gave them the location and they are going to repair so we don’t have to worry about that one. 
GRANTS 
Councilman Gutekunst states we have a Grant in and they are looking for more clarification, the heat 
pumps at the Senior Center and Court House and lighting in all the buildings should generate a 10 % 
reduction and we have to prove it, we are working on it. 
BUILDINGS  
Councilman Bosch states Jeff negotiated a reduction in the bill for the repair on the stove. Jeff and I looked 
at the Court House today to coordinate with the Highway Dept to discuss some excavating if the frost is 
out of the ground to help mitigate moisture problem. 
BEAUTIFICATION 
Arnold Gruel states at the cull-de sac some of the post are broken, I have some money from Renaissance 
for materials if you can get someone to repair. 
Councilman Hanson states we can ask Ken to take a look at it and pick up some post. 
Highway Superintendent Tom Eber states he thinks they have some post. 
PERSONAL 
Supervisor Haas states he had a request to review the Employee Handbook about Emergency Response 
for Employees during working hours. 
CONSTABLES 
Supervisor Haas the School has requested to discuss using the Constables for security at School. 
Councilman Hanson and Councilwoman Haas and the Town Attorney Michael Davidoff will go to the 
School to meet with the Superintendent to discuss the proposal. 
 UDC  
Councilwoman Haas states we had meeting with the UDC and NPS about Law Enforcement Contacts and 
how that will be moving forward.  
Supervisor Haas states Larry Neil of NPS is putting in for two more rangers so they don’t lose the money. 
OLD BUSINESS 
Supervisor Haas states we are waiting for an updated schedule from Verticon. 
RESOLUTIONS  

WHEREAS, upon the change of medical insurance health plans by the Town of Highland commencing 
January 1, 2019 various current and retired employees who have been covered by the prior Town of 
Highland insurance plan are desirous of changing to anther medical insurance health plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, such a change would be less costly for the Town of Highland than for the Town to maintain 
coverage for said person by the Town paying a portion of the expense of such employee’s medical 
insurance health plan in lieu of paying the entire cost for such medical insurance health plan currently 
paid by the Town of Highland.  

 



NOW , THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Highland  to agrees to 
reimburse Doreen Hanson, Town of Highland Town Clerk the cost that will be incurred by her husband 
for changing from his Single Plan to a Family Plan on his medical insurance plan so as to add Doreen 
Hanson to said Family Plan, which said payment  shall not exceed $325.00 per month and Doreen 
Hanson Town Clerk also remain as a covered employee under the Town of Highland Dental  and Eye 
Medical Health Plans with no expense to her, Motion by Councilman Bosch, seconded by Councilwoman 
Haas, discussion motion carried all ayes 
WHEREAS, upon the change of medical insurance health plans by the Town of Highland commencing 
January 1, 2019 various current and retired employees who have been covered by the prior Town of 
Highland insurance plan are desirous of changing to anther medical insurance health plan; and  
WHEREAS, such a change would be less costly for the Town of Highland than for the Town to maintain 
coverage for said person by the Town paying a portion of the expense of such employee’s medical 
insurance health plan in lieu of paying the entire cost for such medical insurance health plan currently 
paid by the Town of Highland.  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Highland does agree to reimburse 
Alan Barnes Retiree of the Town of Highland Highway Dept. the cost that will be incurred by changing to 
AARP at a cost of $236.75 plus $29.80 for Silver Script per month. 
This Resolution shall take effect immediately. MOTION BY Councilman Kaitlin Haas, seconded by 
Councilman Gutekunst. 
 
WHEREAS, upon the change of medical insurance health plans by the Town of Highland commencing 
January 1,2019 various current and retired employees who have been covered by the prior Town of 
Highland insurance plan are desirous of changing to anther medical insurance health plan; and  
WHEREAS, such a change would be less costly for the Town of Highland than for the Town to maintain 
coverage for said person by the Town paying a portion of the expense of such employee’s medical 
insurance health plan in lieu of paying the entire cost for such medical insurance health plan currently 
paid by the Town of Highland.  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Highland does agree to reimburse 
Robert Conklin Town of Highland Highway Retiree the cost that will be incurred by changing from the 
Town of Highland Health Insurance to AARP at a cost of $236.75 plus $$29.80 for Silver Script plus $134.00 
for Medicare. 
This Resolution shall take effect immediately. Motion by Councilman Fred Bosch, seconded by 
Councilwoman Haas. 

  
Motion by Councilman Bosch to approve Franchise Agreement between Citizens Telecommunication 
Company of New York d/b/a Frontier Communications of New York (“Frontier”), seconded by 
Councilman Hanson, discussion, roll call vote, motion carried al ayes. 
 
Motion by Councilman Hanson to approve the Franchise Agreement between Time Warner Cable 
Northeast LLC locally know as Charter Communications and the Town of Highland, seconded by 
Councilman Gutekunst, discussion, roll call vote motion carried all ayes. 
  
Motion by Councilman Hanson to approve the Agreement between the Town of Highland and the 
Humane Society of Port Jervis/Deepak Inc. for the sheltering of dogs seized by the Town of Highland Dog 
Control Officer in accordance with Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law.  In consideration of the 
services the Town of Highland shall pay $1500.00 to be paid in two installments of $750.00 which the 
first is to paid in January 2019 and the second to be paid in June 2019, seconded by Councilman 
Gutekunst, discussion motion carried all ayes. 



 Motion by Councilman Gutekunst to approve the General Abstract # 12 claims #s 410 to 449 in the 
amount of $16,615.14 seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes. 
Motion by Councilman Gutekunst to approve the Highway Abstract # 12 -2018 claims #s 148 to166 in 
the amount of $10,470.26 seconded by Councilman Hanson discussion motions carried all ayes. 
Motion by Councilman Gutekunst to approve the Street Light Abstract # 12-2018 claim # 12 in the 
amount $175.87 seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes. 
Motion by Councilman Gutekunst to approve the Capital Abstract # 12 -2018 claims # 33 to # 36 in the 
amount of $27,805.24 seconded by Councilman Hanson discussion motion carried al ayes. 
Respectively submitted 
Doreen Hanson  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


