
Town of Highland 
Planning Board Minutes 

November 20, 2024 

Chairman calls the meeting to order.  The meeting opens at 6:00 PM 

Motion to open the meeting: 
Motion: Tim McKenna		 	 Seconded: Dave Pietkiewicz All in Favor 

Chairman states the meeting is being recorded 
As a reminder while this meeting is open to the public to watch, unless there is a public hearing 
with comments specific to that hearing, there are no conversations, comments or questions from 
the public.   

Pledge of Allegiance 

Attendance:  
Jeffrey Spitz - Chairman	 	 	 Present 
Frank Monteleone – Vice Chairman	 	 Present 
JT Vogt	 	 	 	 	 Present 
Tim McKenna	 	 	 	 	 Present 
Dave Pietkiewicz	 	 	 	 Present 
Alternate #1	 	 Ted Knuetter	 	 Present 
Alternate #2 	 	 Andrew Valenti	 Present 
Board Secretary	 Helene Hoffmann	 Present 
Town Attorney		 Javid Afzali	 	 Present 
Town Engineer	 Kenneth Ellsworth	 Present 
Code	 	 	 Rich Manley	 	 Present 
	 	  
Motion to approve the October 23, 2024 Meeting Minutes 
Motion: Dave Pietkiewicz	 	 	 Seconded: Frank Monteleone  All in Favor 

Motion to approve the November 13, 2024 Camp Fimfo Workshop Session Meeting Minutes 
Motion: Dave Pietkiewicz	 	 	 Seconded: JT Vogt  All in Favor 

Planning Board Contact Information: 
Email:  planningboardzba@townofhighlandny.com 
tel: 845-557-8203 

General Correspondence: The chairman asks if there is any general correspondence and the 
secretary states there is none. 

Public Hearings: 
Application #17-2024 – Steven Stolte and William Stolte – North Side Airport Road west of 
Washington Beach Road  

mailto:planningboardzba@townofhighlandny.com
tel:18455578203


Section 11.-13-1 
Represented by Michael Parker, Parker Associates 
The applicants are presenting for approval of a subdivision of a 10 acre parcel. 

Motion to open Public Hearing: JT Vogt	 	 Seconded: Tim McKenna  All in Favor 

Public Notice to be Read by Secretary 

Please take notice that the Planning Board of the Town of Highland will hold a Public Hearing 
pursuant to Section 190 of the Town of Highland Code on the application #17-2024 of Steven 
Stolte for approval of a minor subdivision located at 70 Airport Road Yulan, NY 12792, identified 
as Town of Highland Section 11 Block 1 Lot 13.  
Said hearing will be held on the 20th day of November 2024 at the Eldred Town Hall,4 Proctor 
Road,Eldred, NY at 6:00 PM at which time all interested parties will be given an opportunity to 
be heard. 

Number of Letters Sent: 47	 	 	 Number of Return Receipts Received: 20  

Public Comment: 

The chairman asks if there is any correspondence.  The secretary states there was one e mail 
from Warren Wagner.  The secretary then reads the correspondence which is in favor of the 
subdivision.  The e mail will be included with the minutes. 

Michael Parker then reviews the application for the subdivision.  He states that the old logging 
road will be used for a driveway.  The site has been tested for soil and there is a culvert permit 
application. 

The chairman asks if there are any comments from code and from the town engineer.  Code has 
no comments.  Ken Ellsworth states he did not see the digital copy e mailed to him but will 
review it.  The board asks about the metal structure on the field and it is confirmed that it was an 
airplane hanger previously used.  The chairman asks about the 239 review from the county and 
the secretary confirms that we received correspondence back from the county explaining that 
the town no longer requires a review for a subdivision of 2 parcels.  A copy of that e mail will be 
included with the meeting meetings.   

Public Comment: 
Catherine Fiore from 25 Airport Road asks about the comment from county regarding the 239 
form.  The secretary reads the e mail from Cheryl Conklin at county. 

Motion to close public hearing 
Motion: Frank Monteleone	 	 	 Seconded: Dave Pietkiewicz All in Favor 

The attorney reviews the SEQR.  The attorney reviews all criteria to identify a negative or 
positive declaration. The board answers no to all criteria.   

Motion for a negative declaration: 



Motion: JT Vogt	 	 	 Seconded: Tim McKenna 

The attorney states that the board has adopted a resolution saying that there will be no 
significant environmental impact for this project.   

Motion to approve the application: 
Motion: Tim McKenna		 	 Seconded: Frank Monteleone 

The chairman reviews the process of the final review and approval for the application whereas 
Ken Ellsworth will review the plans first, he will sign and stamp the plans once approved.  It will 
then be sent to the chairman for his review and signature.  Once this is completed, the secretary 
will contact the applicant to give them the signed plans. 

The Eldred Preserve was on the agenda for tonight but had cancelled since they did not have all 
the updates needed to be reviewed by the board. The chairman states that they have cancelled 
tonight but plan to be on the December 18, 2024 meeting agenda at this point. The applicant will 
confirm this 10 days prior to our meeting and will be placed on the agenda at that time. 

The chairman reiterates that due to the holidays, the planning board has moved their meeting to 
December 18, 2024. 

Application #5-2022 Camp Fimfo – Catskill (Kittatiny) – 
Represented by Daniel Rubin 
Revised DEIS submitted on August 28,2024.  Workshop held on 11/13/2024 with planning 
board, UDC and NPS to review response to DEIS being provided from Camp Fimfo. 

The chairman states that we have received the draft environmental study, reviewed it and had a 
workshop session to discuss it on November 13, 2024.  The participants included the planning 
board, UDC and the Parks Department.  Ken Ellsworth had reviewed it and submitted his 
comments.   

The chairman reviews the six points that we had concerns about and received comments back 
from Camp Fimfo.  These were numbers #5, #13, #16, #19, #21, #23. 

The chairman then states that we have come up with a resolution which he then reads.  This 
resolution will be included with the meeting minutes.   The chairman then asks for a motion for 
the resolution to be adopted. 

Motion: JT Vogt	 	 	 Seconded: Tim McKenna 

The chairman asks for a role call vote and the secretary takes it: 

Jeffrey Spitz - Chairman	 	 	 Yes 
Dave Pietkiewicz	 	 	 	 Yes 
Tim McKenna	 	 	 	 	 Yes 
JT Vogt	 	 	 	 	 Yes 
Frank Monteleone – Vice Chairman	 	 Yes 



The chairman then reads that this resolution has been adopted on the 20th day of November, 
2024 and explains that the secretary needs to sign it and send it to the town attorney.  

The town attorney then reviews the next step process including a public hearing and the time 
frame for each next step. Javid Afzali also explains the process of this public hearing.   

The chairman asks the board if they would agree to starting the December 18, 2024 meeting at 
5:30 in order to review any other applications between 5:30 and 6:00 PM so that the Camp 
Fimfo public hearing can start at 6:00. 

The chairman reviews with the public how we will set up this public hearing including using 
zoom for viewing only.  For the public hearing, the public can send letters, e mails or can 
comment at the public hearing.  The public hearing will be between 6:00 and 8:00 PM using a 
sign up sheet.  Each speaker has 3 minutes to speak.  If there are additional people who want 
to speak, we will continue the public hearing the following months until everyone has a chance 
to comment. All people have only one opportunity to speak.   All comments need to be 
addressed to the environmental study only.   

The client asks that a second public hearing be scheduled in December to streamline the public 
hearing time. The chairman explains that this is difficult due to the holidays and that it also sets 
a precedence for other applications.   

The chairman states that we have already received 44 letters regarding the Camp Fimfo public 
hearing and DEIS document which will be posted with the minutes. He also explains that we will 
be using a stenographer to record the public hearing.   

Camp Fimfo shared link: 
https://labella-pc.sharefile.com/public/share/web-s0d22298eb5184bd2a70225f021c21311

The next Planning Board Meeting is December 18, 2024 due to the holidays. 

Motion to close the meeting: 

Motion: JT Vogt	 	 	 Seconded: Tim McKenna 

The meeting closed at 6:42 PM. 

https://labella-pc.sharefile.com/public/share/web-s0d22298eb5184bd2a70225f021c21311

