TOWN OF HIGHLAND

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 11, 2012

PRESENT

SUPERVISOR ANDREW BOYAR




COUNCILMAN JAMES GUTEKUNST




COUNCILMAN FRED BOSCH




COUNCILWOMAN AMANDA SCULLY




COUNCILMAN SCOTT HALLOCK

ALSO PRESENT
TOWN CLERK DOREEN HANSON




HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Supervisor calls meeting to order

Flag Salute

Moment of silence for 911 victims.

Roll Call, all Board Members present.

MOTION BY Councilman Bosch to approve the August 14, 2012 Town Clerk minutes

Seconded by Councilman Hallock discussion motion carried all ayes.

MOTION BY Councilman Hallock to approve the July 2012 Financial Report seconded by Councilman Gutekunst discussion motion carried all ayes.

CORRESPONDENCE

Received Constable monthly report over the signature of Michael Walton Chief of Patrol

Received Highland Lake FD monthly report over the signature of Rory Wade.

Received Animal Control Report from Fawn Schnieder

Received YFD monthly report over the signature of Keith Blaut , Chief
Received American Monthly Report over the signature of Pat Freidrich, Captain.

HIGHWAY

Highway Superintendent Tom Ebers states we are getting ready for winter, the paving is done and the new truck should be here about the 25th of September.
SUPERVISORS REPORT

Supervisor Boyar states he received a report that details the 480 A Forest Exemptions  in Sullivan County and in all fifteen Towns have acreage in program and it really surprised me to see the Town of Highland has the highest number of acres under exemption. We lead all other Towns.

 Supervisor Boyar states we have a report from Sullivan County that the projected for the self insurance plan for 2013 will $59,420.00. We will conduct a budget session on September 25, 2012 at the Senior Center. In considering   the potential times for workshops it was revealed that some of the Board members have a conflict with our schedule in October. We will be pushing back by a week both the workshop and Town Board meeting, the workshop will be on the 9th of October and the Town Board will be on the 16th of October. There will be a work session on the memory bricks on the 22nd of November if anyone wants to volunteer. We had conservation last month on the County’s efforts to improve Emergency communication and it turns out there was a discussion at the County and I will ask Bill Hofaker to fill us in.

Bill Hofaker states last night at the  YFD  meeting the FD voted unanimously to oppose the getting rid of the low band system and going to high band. I attended the meeting today, the final amount is going to be nine million one hundred twenty one thousand. The Legislatures are trying to come up with a way to post bonds over 3 years.  A lot of reason was given for upgrading to high band system integration with the other emergency services in County.

The presentation and I am bias, was when they showed the current tower sights they showed two of the oldest ones that I helped put together and they did not show the newer ones and they showed the old fire tower on top of Wurtsboro Mountain left over from the forties. The reason the YFD is against it is the old band works fantastic and we have the Tower in Eldred The existing system because it is a low grade technology is going to be upgraded and more tower sights are probably a good idea. They have in the budget for the Highway Department and I asked where is the money for the Fire Departments, Dick Martincovics said I told you four years ago to put  five thousand dollars a away a year.  I think this is illegal and you can’t encumber funds, you can’t have a slush fund, but some Fire Departments have been squirreled some money and YFD have applied for a grant with seven other companies along the river corridor and if it does not come through we will have to walk in here and say we need an additional dollars to upgrade our radio equipment.  The Legislatures are trying look for grants that they can get to offset the money that the FD will have to encumber.  The system is going to have to upgrade to should have been started years ago. They came up with four million to upgrade the system. If we go to high band it take every working   radio at five hundred dollars a pop to be replaced with high band. This Town has two fire departments. 

Supervisor Boyar asks should we get the HLFD and the Ambulance involved so this is a uniformed position throughout the Town.  Has this input put forth to the Fire Advisory Board?
 Bill Hofaker states I have been ranting and raving for years about why are we going low band and this has not had more input.
Jeff Haas President of YFD states this whole thing started after 911 when Police Departments couldn’t talk to fire and rescues couldn’t be made or attempted. We can’t take to the police we can get their frequency; they don’t want us on their frequency I don’t know what that high band is going to actually do for us at YFD. We can talk to the agencies through the Control Tower. They don’t talk directly to us I don’t know if they ever will talk to us. The system has been left go down to the point where we are past the point of repair and we have to do something to keep it basically where it is. The system that they are proposing is  a ten year cycle and in ten years it will outdated and the maintenance will cost between three and five hundred thousand dollars per year. To answer your question yes we did have input from the Fire Advisory Board, Tim Schadt was Chairman of the Advisory Board and had very little input because Homeland Security Department was in on the issue and was communicating on a very limited basis back to the Fire Advisory Board.
 COMMUNITY PLANNNING/SENIORS

Supervisor Boyar states he attended the Senior citizens meeting August and Seniors would like the Town to look into air conditioning at the Senior Center.
BUILDING /CODES 

Councilman Bosch state proposed Local Laws #4 which is the law to protect our highways from heavy industrial use has been sent to the Town Attorney for review.
Supervisor Boyar states he received an email from Town of Bethel Dan Stern and he expressed some concern about the way the process has worked and Bethel’s Attorney has question about following proper protocol in the adoption of this.   I think we should ask Michael Davidoff our Attorney to communicate with Bethel to get to the bottom line 

as to what is troubling the folks in Bethel who are part of the MMTF.

BUILDINGS

Councilman Bosch states Tom Ebers the Highway Superintendent has proposed building a new salt shed in back of the exit sting Town Barn and after considering all the factors he came up with a proposal to repair the existing salt shed   to repair the sides and the roof for $1025.00 

UDC Supervisor Boyar states main topic is the adoption of a five year plan  , the Council has been divided into two separate camps , one being the property rights pro natural gas group and the other being the group who are concerned protection from the river corridor from industrial use  A proposal in the five year plan placed property rights as the number one priority it seemed possible to me that the philosophical differences  has potential of destroying the Council as a working functional group. 
 BEAUTIFICATION 

Arnold Gruel asks could we get the garbage cleaned up at the cull- de-sac.

 HEROES PARK
Supervisor Boyar states it is close to turning over the park from the committee to the Town there are a number of things we should look at, there are fund left over and should be turned over for the perpetual upkeep of the park. We would like to create a group that will take over the park or keep after us as to what has to be done and it should be comprised of Veterans, Highway Superintendent, a representative from the Board and possibly Beautification Group.
MOTION BY Councilman Hallock to approve the Highway surplus recommended by the Highway Superintendent seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes.

MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to draw down our Trust and Agency Justice Bank Account #10011411203 by $8,630.00 and to transfer said amount into the general fund seconded by Councilwoman Scully discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Bosch to authorize the Supervisor to attend Broome County Bar Association seminar on Natural Gas 9 topics “ The State of Oil and Gas in NY and Town Drilling Bans-Dryden & Middlefield appeals /Local laws and Road Use agreements) Fee $95.00 and mileage to be reimbursed seconded by Councilwoman Scully discussion motion carried all ayes.

MOTION BY Councilman Hallock to schedule Budget Workshop At 7Pm on September 25,2012 at the Senior citizens Center, and to post and advertise the same and the public is invited seconded by Councilwoman Scully.

MOTION BY Councilman Hallock to reschedule Town Board Workshop and Regular Meeting for October 9th and October 16, 2012 at the Town Hall @ 7PM seconded by Councilwoman Scully discussion motion carried all ayes.

MOTION BY Councilman Hallock to approve the proposal for the Salt Shed in the amount of $ 1025.00 to A&J Maintenance as recommended by the Building Committee seconded by Councilman Gutekunst discussion motion carried all ayes.

MOTION BY Councilwoman Gutekunst to approve the new phone system to Turner Communications in the amount of $3,300.00  seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes
MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to authorize the Assessor Renee Ozomek to upgrade the computer system seconded Councilman Hallock discussion motion carried all ayes.

MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to approve the audited General Abstract # 9 claims 315-355 in th amount of $11,034.31 seconded by Councilman Hallock discussion motion carried all ayes.

MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to approve the audited Highway Abstract #9 claims 103-115 in the amount of $57,487.51 seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes.

MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to approve the audited Street Light Abstract claim # 9 in the amount of #182.31 seconded by Councilwoman Scully discussion motion carried all ayes

 Respectively submitted 

Doreen Hanson, Town Clerk

