[bookmark: _GoBack]Town of Highland 
Regular Town Board Meeting
Eldred Town Hall 
August 11, 2015



PRESENT 	SUPERVISOR ANDREW BOYAR
		COUNCILMAN JAMES GUTEKUNST
		COUNCILMAN FRED BOSCH
		COUNCILMAN SCOTT HALLOCK
		COUNCILMAN JEFF HAAS

ALSO PRESENT	Highway Superintendent Tom Ebers
		Town Clerk Doreen Hanson

 Supervisor calls meeting to order
Flag Salute
MOTION BY Councilman Bosch to accept the July 2015 Town Clerk minutes seconded by Councilman Hallock discussion motion carried all ayes.
CORRESPONDENCE
Received and read American Legion Ambulance monthly report.
Received and read Highland Constable monthly report.
Received and read Highland Lake FD monthly report.
Received and read Yulan FD monthly report.
Received and read letter from the collective neighbors of River Road and other concerned citizens of the Town of Highland thanking the board for listening to their concerns on the issues on River Road.
HIGHWAY
Highway Superintendent Tom Ebers states they are paving and   we had a meeting and salt was $63.00 a ton last year it is going up to $85.00 a ton. We should have the new truck in six weeks.
SUPERVISOR 
Supervisor Andrew Boyar states we will have our 911 Memorial Service @ 7:00 PM on September 11, 2015 and one our speakers will be Pete Carmeci. Refreshments will be served. 
Budget requests have been sent out to all department heads. I know that there has been some very loose talk about the excessive spending in the Town of Highland and the fact that the budget was up last year, but I never read any mention of the previous year and in consideration of the tuff economic times for the 2013 budget our budget was down 2.85% that year. I am doing some research and get some documentation that since 1983 to current has had the lowest increase in taxes.  Everybody taxes are too high, no one likes paying taxes but I think we have done a better job that the other 14 Towns in Sullivan County. 
 At the UDC the discussion was about the breach at the Cannonsville Dam and I would like to say it was a minor breach and when there is any compromise of the dam it has the potential to flood the entire valley and possible loss of life and homes. 
 Carog Roig of Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable Development speaks about Climate Smart Community and the project in the Town of Highland.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Charles Petersheim   states the bookkeeping is the most important elements it does for its citizens, it takes care of taxes, report expenses and presents to the public.  I value bookkeeping too much to think you can put two people in there with no experience what so ever.
BUILDINGS/CODE
Councilman Bosch states we have put the propane to bid and will have bids back by the next board meeting
Dave Kuebler states on River Road there has been some activity at the cul-de-sac with Lander Canoe.
There is a house on Rt. 55 that a tree fell on and is going to be demolished, there was another home that a tree fell on that is going to be repaired. I requested a constructional engineer on the Loefler building, I am worried about its structural stability. I have not got the report and would like the Town engineer to look at that report. We have eleven working new homes and two on their way.
Supervisor Boyar asks Dave Kuebler to work with Tom Ebers and Councilman Haas to look into a solution on the cul-de-sac as it is   emergency access to water in case of fire, it can’t be compromised.
SCENIC BYWAY
Debbie Conway states we finalized plans for a grant application called  Market NY, the Sullivan County Visitors and Heather Jacky is handling for us.  We had a presentation from a biologist from the NPS about the milk weed plants to re-populate the Monarch butterfly. 
Debbie Conway states she would like to propose the Town of Highland  submit an application for a technical assistance grant from the UDC for a pamphlet to give out that would say anything the Town feels that will enable enforce or participate in the River Management Plan.
Beautification
Supervisor Boyar states  in reference to the Park across from Heroes Park that is owned by Adirondack Fisheries, our lease is expired and the question has come up if we are going to be asked to leave do we keep putting maintenance into it. I spoke to Jim Fattarusso Council for Adirondack Fisheries, he said they are trying to market it but there is nothing on the horizon and he assured us he would give us four months’ notice so we can remove the lights, eagle etc.
Arnold Gruel states Jeff and I and a few other people weeded the island at Clancy’s, we took a truck load out.
CONSTABLE
Mike Walton states we hired a Constable and he just finished schooling and will be on patrol soon.
After last month’s meeting I reached out to that State Police and Park Service we did check point at the Barryville Bridge, we checked all motor cycles they were all legal, and not one situation was written for exhaust.
INSURANCE
Councilman Haas states we are to looking into a new Health Insurance Carrier to try to save the Town some money.
MOTI0N BY Councilman James Gutekunst to approve training expenses for Terri Robertson and Doreen Sweeney including the cost of transportation and lodging to Kingston for the same on September 9, 10, 11,2015. Training expenses share to be reimbursed to Town in event employee declines employment without adequate justification during 2016. Advertising for bookkeeper is not required for lateral move of a current employee and /or for professional services to be by a trained bookkeeper, seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Bosch to hire Town Engineer Joseph Gottlieb for professional service in connection with 562 State Route 55, Eldred Highland SBL 13.-6-15 at customary billing for those hours required as directed by Supervisor Boyar and /or Building Committee Chair Fred Bosch seconded by Councilman Gutekunst discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Bosch to advertise in the Town official newspaper for propane supply proposal and to send written request to bid to propane purveyors customarily servicing this area and  requesting them to submit bids for the 2016-17-(2year period) . All Bids must be received by noon on September 7th in writing to the Town hall. Bids must be received by noon on September 7th in writing to the Town Hall. Bids shall be open by Building Committee Chair Fred Bosch at that time and he shall make recommendation for awarding said bid at Town Board meeting to be held on September 8th provided a satisfactory bids has been received by the Town, seconded by Councilman Hallock discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Haas to invite Danette Mall of the Mike Preiss , Inc. Insurance Agency to discuss options other than our current health insurance provider before out Insurance Committee:  If the committee determines that any new proposal is worthwhile , a proposal shall be made at September 8th full Board Meeting, seconded by Councilman Bosch, discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Supervisor Boyar to set dates and time or 911 Commemoration Ceremonies.  As has now become custom we well ring the Town Hall Bell and Lower the  American Flag to half-staff at 9:37 AM an and will have a sunset ceremony at 7:00 PM inviting Town Residents, military honor guard, fire service etc. to participate. At this time we will particularly acknowledge Charles H. Myers for his amazing work on the911 project and for his lifetime of service to the community. Supervisor will be master of Ceremony and VFW Commander Peter Carmeci will be the speaker, seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to approve the audited August 2015 General Abstract in the amount of $21.093.66 seconded by Councilman Hallock discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to approve the audited August Highway Abstract in the amount of $72,291.51 seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to approve the audited August 2015 Street Light Abstract in the amount of $183.72 seconded by Councilman Bosch discussion motion carried all ayes.
Respectively submitted
Doreen Hanson Town Clerk.

