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Regular Town Board Meeting
Eldred Town Hall 
July 14, 2015

PRESENT	SUPERVISOR ANDREW BOYAR
		COUNCILMAN JAMES GUTEKUNST
		COUNCILMAN FRED BOSCH
		COUNCILMAN SCOTT HALLOCK
		COUNCILMAN JEFF HAAS

ALSO PRESENT	HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT TOM EBERS
		TOWN CLERK DOREEN HANSON

Supervisor calls meeting to order
Flag Salute
MOTION BY Councilman Hallock to approve the Town Clerks June minutes seconded by Councilman Haas discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to approve the May Financial Report seconded by Councilman Hallock discussion motion carried all ayes.
CORRESPONDENCE
Received and read Yulan Fire Dept. monthly report
Received and read American Ambulance Report monthly report.
Received and read Animal Control Report.
Received and read letter from the residents on River Road, Barryville NY.
Received and read Constable monthly report.
HIGHWAY
Highway Superintendent states we are working on Woods Road and fixing pot holes.
Supervisor Boyar states he sent a letter to the County and asked them to do a complete evaluation of the traffic situation and make the County Commission aware of some the problems the residents face there and try to get the roads paved or upgraded. One other issue was the culvert which is New York State DOT, he reached out to Senator John Bonacic, Assembly Woman Aileen Gunther and I heard from Aileen Gunther and they will coordinate some kind of resolution where perhaps the Town can do the work or make some kind of arrangement to get this work done with an inter government cooperative agreement we don’t want to be hung up on this bureaucratic issue. The State might have it in their budget a year or two from now, usually Aileen and John Bonacic are quite good with helping us with those types of issues.
 If we were to set up a citizens group to try to deal with the River Road, I would be interested to know what citizens would be willing to sit and do some work to try to dissolve some of the issues.  I know Dorene Warner and Debbie Conway have shown interest in the River Road issues if that group could select a couple of workers that would be helpful. If the River Road Group could get  a representative or two to work with Town, Planning and Zoning Board to try to  resolve all of these concerns.
I wanted to make a comment  about the work session,   we had a problem  that  normally doesn’t occur here in Highland and that is a certain degree of  decorum and politeness in terms of having all conversations directed to the Board, first people  wanting to speak and being recognized by the chair  and  to make your comment known. We have our meeting recorded as an aide to the Town Clerk to make sure she gets good accurate minutes and to double check on anything said, but when there is cross conversation it becomes almost impossible. At our works session on three occasions I had reason to request conversation not be a cross conversation or two individuals across the room doesn’t get recorded and it is inconsistent with how we practice here.  I ask everybody to be respectful of that and the Chair will recognize anyone who wishes to speak at the proper time.
If you have to have a conversation that you agree with very much or disagree very much   take it outside and handle somewhere else not during a meeting.
Supervisor Boyar states the NYS Commission Joseph Martin issued a Finding Statement putting fracking prohibition in place.
 Supervisor Boyar states he disagrees with those who just make a blank statement that the Town is not doing all it can to have our code, ordinances, regulations enforced in a practical meaningful way.  
 He has asked Dave Kuebler our Building Inspector and CEO to give going to report on the specific items at the last two meetings.
Dave Kuebler  states  211 Mail Road aka Catskill Woods Resort  has been working with me about a year  now  trying to get all issues resolved with permits ,special use permits plans which you wouldn’t see happening  but we do here at town. Working diligently through this process and at this point all the building permits are in place all fees have been paid.
The Indian Head Campground he has been working with the owners for quite a while, they are not cabins they are park model units, they have wheels on them they can be moved. The Health Department has been working with me. We did get permits from the owner and they are in place for the five units. Everything else built prior to me being here does have permits.
On the Lander issue, he did talk to Mr. Landers and he is going to the Planning Board and I have not addressed the items in your letter. The fence at Springhouse does have a building permit for the fence the owner was going to put a recreational shooting that would coincide with the gun shop to protect the public. He was going to get a special use permit.
Supervisor Boyar stated he did reach out to the owner with respect to the fence to see if there is some compelling reason that he must have it or wants it. Hopefully it is something we can discuss and resolve in some kind of reasonable way.
Councilman Gutekunst asks are you going to issue a stop order to Landers from using the property until permits are in place.
Supervisor Boyar states that is a question that will have legal ramification and potential cost to the Town and I am going to refer this question to Michael Davidoff our Town Attorney,
 Town Attorney Michael Davidoff states the bottom line is that I have to look into it and see what the situation is. Davidoff said he has only had preliminary conversations with the Code Enforcement Officer Dave Kuebler, Dave did call me I don’t have all the information. I have to look into the previous records of the Planning Board to see what has been issued if in fact anything. He says he doesn’t know if it was a preexisting use before zoning. Once you start getting involved in a possible requesting of an operation that exists no longer can be stopped, there could be consequences.  We want to be sure we are on the right footing when and if we get into that situation. I need time to study before I can make a recommendation.
Supervisor Boyar asks would you be able to advise the Board on what our chances are successfully getting a stop order or an injunction.
Michael Davidoff states that is something we can discuss in executive session after I have the facts. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Quoted comments are as recorded; due to acoustics of meeting room and in some instances the low speaking voice of on speaker, all quoted comments may not be verbatim.
Dorene Warner I am concerned, because we came to you last week and we were told we would get feedback on the permit and that Michael Davidoff just found out it at the end of last week and hasn’t had the time to review it is upsetting. Today Rick Landers brought in over 300 girls from that location. That is an impact on our area and I feel that the attention has to happen very quickly. If we can resolve the issue whether it is a cease and desist or whether he has to go to the Planning Board and have a review and a special use permit.
Judith Kahn states there are not facilities for bathrooms on that side of the road.
Matthew Smith stated that three hundred girls coming off the river are going down a quarter mile past my house getting off the river on private beaches. The girls are urinating on the lawns, this happened this afternoon according to Mr. Smith.
BUILDING 
Councilman Fred Bosch states Paul is busy mowing grass and doing minor maintenance on various buildings.
The CEO is very busy there is a lot of building going on.
SCENIC BYWAY
Carol Roig the County is going to apply for a grant for marketing the Byway.
BEAUTIFICATION
Arnold Gruel states the flowers are growing.
CONSTABLE 
Councilman Haas states the new constable is scheduled to come off training this week
Supervisor Boyar tells Marc Anthony to tell Mike Walton Chief of Patrol that we have a Constable at both the Town Board Meeting and the Work sessions.
 Councilman Hallock states the Planning Board has the Dollar General on their plate and ZBA has nothing.
NEW BUSINESS
Supervisor Boyar states Betty Speaker a long time residence called about the noise from the large number of motorcycles on State Route 97. It is a long going seasonal problem not only in the Town of Highland but all over the State. We reached out to the Sheriff, NYS Police and Constables. We should be mindful that these folks come in and spend a lot of money in our town and they have a right to the road. That is the flip side. It is something we can more information on, we are not the only time with this issue. 
MOTION BY Councilman Gutekunst to approve the American Legion Ambulance 2014 Sponsor Approval Form seconded by Councilman Bosch, discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Hallock to appoint Dorene Warner, Andrew Boyar, Jules Robinson Jeffrey Spitz Rich Quinn, Debra Conway, Mike Frey and Bob Bailey to the River Road Beach Committee seconded by Councilman Haas, discussion motion carried all ayes.
Councilman Haas asks are we going to discuss the proposal from Heather Jacksy.
Supervisor Boyar states we will set up some committees at our August Meeting and if anyone with zoning experience that would like to serve we will try to use that talent I am not sure if we want to go with a moratorium.
Councilman Haas  states I believe it is a little premature , we have to talk it over with our Planning, Zoning Boards and the  majority of  the resident don’t know so that would be unfair to the public.
I   think maybe an update to our zoning may be in order.
MOTION BY Councilman Hallock to approve the Audited General Abstract # 7 claims # 195-226 in the amount of $13,057.34 seconded by Councilman Haas, discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Haas to approve the Audited Highway Abstract claims 84-92 in the amount of $86,264.87 seconded by Councilman Gutekunst, discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Bosch to approve the Audited Street Light Abstract claims # 7 in the amount of 143.42 seconded by Councilman Gutekunst, discussion motion carried all ayes.
MOTION BY Councilman Hallock to go into Executive Session for reason of personnel and possible litigation seconded by Councilman Haas, discussion motion carried all ayes.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Executive session held, participation by all Town Board Members.

MOTION BY Councilman Bosch to come out of Executive Session seconded by Councilman Gutekunst, discussion motion carried all ayes
Motion by Councilman Hallock to adjourn seconded by Councilman Haas, discussion motion carried all ayes.
Respectively submitted, Doreen Hanson Town Clerk

